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BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: The date is December 

11, 2001. The time is 11:57, and this is 

Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan from the safety 

battalion of the Fire Department of the City of 

New York. 

I'm conducting an interview with William 

VanName, firefighter ist, from Engine 35, and the 

interview is taking place in the quarters of 

Engine 35. 

Q. William, please tell us the events of 
September 11 as you recall them. 

A. On September 11, we were at educational day 
at Randall's Island. The entire company was out of 
service. 

We were notified that a plane hit the World 
Trade Center, to stand by, and then the instructor came 
in and said another plane had hit the tower. We are on 
total recall. Go back to your company and man your 
rigs. 

So we did. We got back to 35 engine's 
quarters. We were told to wait there for six engines 
to arrive. We were the staging area for six engines, 
some from the Bronx and some from north Manhattan. 


Five engines showed. We were waiting for 83 engine, 
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which didn't show up. They were on their way down West 
Street, halfway down at 50 something street. The 
dispatcher returned them to our quarters when they 
arrived here. 

Then we all went in a convoy down West Street 
to the World Trade Center. Driving down West Street, 
we observed the towers, both on fire. Both were still 
standing. By the time we arrived down the end of West 
Street, around Chambers or so, one tower had 


collapsed. I believe it was -- 


Q. The south tower? 
A. -- the south tower. We gave a 1084. We got 
up to -- we were on West Street between Vesey and 


Murray, where the rig was positioned. We took all our 
gear. Everybody that was on the rig -- there was five 
men on the rig and two on the back step at that time. 
We manned all our gear. We went down. We 
started walking down West Street towards the World 
Trade Center. When we got to between Vesey and the 
pedestrian overpass, the north pedestrian overpass, we 
heard a fantastic rumble. Everybody looked up, and as 
we observed it, the second tower started to collapse. 
The time frame of that, I'm not sure. It was 


probably between 10:10 and 10:30, somewhere around 
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there. 

As we observed the tower falling, most people 
stood there and watched for a couple of seconds, and 
then as the cloud of smoke and the debris started 
coming at us, we all dropped our equipment and gear and 
we ran for shelter down West Street north on West 
Street. 

We ended up in the high school on the west 
side. We stayed there for a few moments until we could 
get our company together and the lieutenant can make 
sure he had the roll call and everybody was present. 

We started heading down towards World Trade 
Center again, and we had assisted and helped with EMS 
and helped the brothers -- police, firemen, 

Civilians -- to the ambulances and take them out of the 
immediate area. 

At that time we were separated. Our company 
was separated. I ended up staying with Firefighter Jim 
Powers. He was overcome by the smoke cloud and 
debris. He went down. He became light-headed, and he 
fainted. I got EMS to assist there. They treated him, 
and they felt he should go to the hospital. 

I was with him at that time. We got ona 


bus. We went to St. Vincent's. He was admitted. We 
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stayed there for two hours under observation. He was 
released. We immediately came back to where our rig 
was positioned on West Street, and we found our 
company, and after that the lieutenant said we were on 
standby. 

I was notified that our two chiefs from the 
12th Battalion were missing, and -- could you stop it 
for a minute, please? 

(Recess taken.) 

A. Also while we were responding down West 
Street to the World Trade Center, we heard a Mayday 
given by, I believe, an engine company chauffeur that 
was trapped in the collapse inside the rig. 

AS we arrived at the staging area, we also 
saw the dust cloud and the debris that had already been 
from the first tower on the ground. That's it. 

BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: All right, thank 


you very much. That's fine. 


